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1. The Problem. 

The 5th graders in my school are not able to recognize and identify the music and musicians of the 1950’s / 1960’s early Rock N Roll era.  In my school it is part of the curriculum in 5th grade to experience the music of the early Rock N Roll era and understand the basics of this unique period of American music.  It has been obvious, after examining exams over the past several years, that the 5th grade students do not understand the many aspects of the era and cannot recognize the artists and their music.  

I believe that the issue is that there is not visual or interactive program to assist them learning about this topic.  I have used audio recordings and lecture to the max with not much improvement in test scores.  If students could experience this era of music with more visuals to accompany the audio, I feel they would retain the information and make connections from music to artist with more accuracy.

2. The Need. 

Students need an interactive/visual program to help them learn about the early Rock N Roll era in a stimulating way. Visual Presentations usage, presentations of artists and instruments are all ways in which they can experience this music topic with memorable impact.  Currently, students only have audio samples and still pictures of the artists to learn from.  With the availability of watching live performances of the Rock N Roll artists, students can have a greater understanding of how the musicians of this era sounded, moved, and related to their fans in the audience. 

By looking at and listening to samples of beats and typical melodic styles of Rock N Roll music, students will be able to better re-create their own sample sound to match the Rock N Roll sound.  With out having a visual or listening sample of music, students may not understand how to make a sound to match this era.

Students need a greater understanding of the instruments used during the era and how to re-create a similar sound on a program such as Garage Band or Aviary.com.

3. The Audience. 

The audience is 3 classes of 5th Graders in an urban school district. 30% minority, 20% free/reduced meals.  There are approximately 25 students per class, which is also the exact amount of computers in the computer lab, which will be needed for student work.  Each student will need to have computer access to create their own Rock N Roll sound/beat using Aviary.com.  Each of these students has been exposed to the computer lab for the past 5 years in this school and are comfortable with the computer lab and maneuvering on PC’s.

Because this is an urban school district, it is expected that many students will not have the access to technology that a rural school district might have.  Several of my students do not have computer or internet access at home and are limited to only using the computer during set times in school.  This means that some of my students will be able to work on creating and researching on this project at home and some will be limited to the 45 minutes once per week in music class.  Knowing this, I would allow for an extra lesson of “lab” work where the students can strictly work on their Aviary creations and listening to presentations from Rock N Roll artists.

Most students speak English as a first language, so there will almost no language barriers.

4. Objectives/Assessment. 

Students will be able to visually identify influential musicians of the early rock and roll era.

The students will have exposure to the artists in several presentations.  Pictures, video performances will assist them in being able to identify the artists.  I will also discuss with the students personal facts about the artist making it easier to recognize them.  For example, Fats Domino was a big man and his first stage name was “the fat man”.  Towards the end of the unit, I will show pictures of the artists from the first presentation and assess if students can recognize them.

Students will be able to aurally identify music of these musicians.

Along with visually being able to identify the musicians, I will also assess students on their ability to recognize their music by listening to samples.  After listening to and watching the artist perform live, I feel that students will have enough exposure to the unique sound of the artists and be able to identify them.  I would informally assess them as I play sample songs.

Students will be able to identify instruments used during this era of music and the sounds they make.

After discussion of instruments and listening of samples of the instruments, students will be able to identify and recognize the instruments of this era both my listening and visually.  Assessment will be done by the teacher to each student listening to a sample and pointing to the correct instrument.

Students will be able to respond to simple questions about the history of this musical era.

I will ask specific and general questions about the early Rock N Roll era during the lessons to assess if students are able to recognize & identify the music and the artists.

How will I know if my Objectives are achieved? Through informal discussion, reflection sheets, formal assessment at the end of the unit, Aviary samples recordings

5. Content. 

The Content of this unit is the Early Rock and Roll Era of the 1950’s-1960’s. Within this unit, students will learn about the origins or Rock and Roll and the influence of Rhythm & Blues and “Hillbilly” country music on the era.  Students will have exposure to the instruments used in the era.  The students will also have the chance to create a similar sound of the rock era using Aviary.com.

Specific instruments were used in the early Rock N Roll era and the students will listen to, see pictures, and hear samples of these instruments.  Each of the following instruments will be explored with visuals and audio samples; Electric Guitar, Drums, Bass Guitar, Piano.

The Pioneer musicians of this era will also be explored.  They include Bill Haley and his comets, Buddy Holly, Jerry Lee Lewis, Elvis, Fats Domino and Little Richard.  Each artist has accompanying visuals, audio/video samples. 

The contents of this unit have several links to the National Standards for music.

The standards used: 

3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments. 

This will be covered in the use of creating a similar beat/sound using Aviary.


4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines. 

This also is covered in the use of Aviary.


6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. 

Students will be covering the above in most of the lessons.  There will be discussion and response to each audio/video clip.


7. Evaluating music and music performances. 

After each of the artists’ video performance, students will evaluate and discuss the elements of the performance.


9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

I will discuss with students the impact of this music era on the American culture and how it was reflected in the historic events of the time.

6. Instructional Strategies. 

I will use Storytelling to tell the story of how the artists began their music career and the struggles they went through to achieve their musical goals.  I will also rely on student feedback to respond to the topics they are interested in while learning about the artists and their music.  The student feedback will help me to teach the topic in the most effective way possible because I will be able to build on what most interests and fascinates them.

I also plan on using Minute Papers to give me a general idea of what the students retained in a particular lesson.  This will help me reflect on how to approach the next lesson.  

Direct instruction is going to be used to inform the students and get the main ideas and facts stated.

Auditory Learning will be used in this unit because the students will need to listen to and identify the sounds of the era and specific artists.  Along with the auditory learning, Visual Learning will be used in the form of watching video of artists’ performances.  This will be a very important strategy to use with the students because it will reinforce the students understanding of the artist and their music.

Lastly, I will also be using a Software program to arrange and compose music sounds and beats.  This will help students to not only recognize the sound of early Rock N Roll era music, but also replicate a similar sound.

7. Additional Materials. 

If I had the time, resources and funding, I would love to have a guest musician or band to play live music from this era.  There are several bands and musicians that will play “in character” and perform music of a different era for students and answer questions in character.  One that I am aware of in the area is called Young Audiences Arts for Learning.  Using live musicians has a great affect on students, especially in the 5th grade because this is when most students have begun learning a band instrument.

With more time and access to Internet sites on school computers, it would be helpful to view more TV performance coverage from each musician.  Because this era occurred during a time when TV had become more widely available, many of the artists have media coverage from their shows that would be very helpful to view.  

8.  Program Use. 

Early Rock N Roll music is part of the curriculum in my district. Unit 5 for the grade 5 curriculum is part of a larger scope and sequence to have each grade level learn about a different era of music.  By grade 5, the students have already studied music of the Classical, Jazz and Broadway music.  I intend to use this unit and share my results with my colleagues.  I also hope to direct them in how to use the presentations so that they will be able to use the unit as a resource if they are not getting the maximum results they are hoping for in their students.

9. Summative Evaluation. 

There will be several ways in which I assess the student learning.  Formal and Informal Evaluation will be done through out the unit.  Formal evaluations will include minute papers, which will give me a general idea if the students were able to retain the facts given them in the lesson.  Also, there will be reflection sheets or student feedback sheets on the topic.  

A large part of the informal evaluation will be in the form of Aural and Visual recognition during the lessons.  Students will be exposed to several visual and audio samples and I will be asking students as a group, who specific artists are, facts about them.  Also, I will ask them informally to identify the artist of particular songs that are played. 

Another important formal evaluation will be to assess the recording on Aviary to see if it resembles the sound and beat of Early Rock N Roll era music.  I will evaluate the students on their work and the students can peer evaluate and respond to their classmates work.

10. Appendix
Basic Rock and Roll Chart
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Rock and Roll Hall of Fame has educational programs offered through out the year - http://rockhall.com/
